
Impact startups and 
venture capital - Q3 2022

October 2022



Page / 2  Page / 2  

Combined enterprise value of impact companies by launch year  » view online 

Combined enterprise value decreased by 20% from last 
year, but the ecosystem is still up 40% from 2020.

$3T

$1T

$2T

$1.4T

$2.5T

$2.0T

2022
YTD

202120202019201820172016201520142013201220112010

Cohorts, by year founded

▊ 2015-now   $382B value         

▊ 2010-2014    $496B value     

▊ 2005-2009    $346B value           

▊ 2000-2004    $1.1T value             

▊ 1995-1999    $228B value       

▊ 1990-1994    $14B value            

▊ 2015‒2021

▊2010‒2014   

▊ 2005‒2009 

▊ 2000‒2004
  

▊ 1995‒1999 

Source: Dealroom.co. Sum of the valuations of startups founded after 1990. Using estimated valuations based on most recent VC 
rounds, public markets and publicly disclosed valuations as of Oct 15, 2022.

https://impact.dealroom.co/companies.startups/f/tags/allof_sustainable%20development%20goals?showStats=true
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Impact startups raised $12B globally in Q3 2022, $700M up 
from Q2 but down 36% year-on-year.

▊ $250m+ 
▊ $100–250m  
▊ $40–100m (series C)  
▊ $15–40m (series B)   
▊ $ 4–15m (series A)  
▊ $1–4m (pre-seed)    
▊ $0–1m (pre-seed)   
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Source: Dealroom.co.  
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VC investment into impact startups » view online

▊ $250m+ 

▊ $100–250m  

▊ $40–100m (series C)  

▊ $15–40m (series B)   

▊ $4–15m (series A)  

▊  $1–4m (seed)    

▊  $0–1m (pre-seed) 
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https://impact.dealroom.co/transactions.rounds/f/growth_stages/not_mature/months_names/anyof_jul_aug_sep/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/allof_sustainable%20development%20goals_not_outside%20tech/years/anyof_2022?showScale=absolute&showStats=QUARTER&sort=-amount&statsType=rounds


Impact startups 
who raised the 
most in Q3 2022

» view online

https://impact.dealroom.co/transactions.rounds/f/growth_stages/not_mature/months_names/anyof_jul_aug_sep/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/allof_sustainable%20development%20goals_not_outside%20tech/years/anyof_2022?showStats=QUARTER&sort=-amount&statsType=rounds
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Quality Education

Decent Work and Economic Growth

Clean Water and Sanitation
Life Below Water

Sustainable Cities and Communities
Responsible Consumption and Production

Industry Innovation and Infrastructure

Affordable and Clean Energy (#7)
Climate Action (#13)

Good Health and Wellbeing
Zero Hunger 

Gender Equality
Life on Land

Reduced Inequalities

Peace Justice and Strong Institutions

No poverty

Partnerships

$6.8B

$2.3B   
$2B 

$1.3B   
$717M   

$696M   
$361M   
$341M   

$316M   
$178M   

$91M   
$79M   

$59M   
$29M   
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$0.4B 

$13M   
$2M   

Q3 2022 investment per Sustainable Development Goal » view online

Source: Dealroom.co.

Clean Energy and Affordable and Climate Action are the 
most funded Sustainable Development Goals in Q3 2022. 

https://impact.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/funding/sdg/f/growth_stages/not_mature/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?endYear=2022&interval=yearly&rows=affordable%2520and%2520clean%2520energy%2520%28%25237%29~clean%2520water%2520and%2520sanitation%2520%28%25236%29~climate%2520action%2520%28%252313%29~decent%2520work%2520and%2520economic%2520growth%2520%28%25238%29~gender%2520equality%2520%28%25235%29~good%2520health%2520and%2520well-being%2520%28%25233%29~industry%2520innovation%2520and%2520infrastructure%2520%28%25239%29~life%2520below%2520water%2520%28%252314%29~life%2520on%2520land%2520%28%252315%29~no%2520poverty%2520%28%25231%29~partnerships%2520%28%252317%29~peace%2520justice%2520and%2520strong%2520institutions%2520%28%252316%29~quality%2520education%2520%28%25234%29~reduced%2520inequalities%2520%28%252310%29~responsible%2520consumption%2520and%2520production%2520%28%252312%29~sustainable%2520cities%2520and%2520communities%2520%28%252311%29~zero%2520hunger%2520%28%25232%29&showStats=bar&sort=-_2021&startYear=2021&type=amount
https://impact.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/funding/sdg/f/growth_stages/not_mature/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?endYear=2022&interval=quarterly&rows=affordable%2520and%2520clean%2520energy%2520%28%25237%29~clean%2520water%2520and%2520sanitation%2520%28%25236%29~climate%2520action%2520%28%252313%29~decent%2520work%2520and%2520economic%2520growth%2520%28%25238%29~gender%2520equality%2520%28%25235%29~good%2520health%2520and%2520well-being%2520%28%25233%29~industry%2520innovation%2520and%2520infrastructure%2520%28%25239%29~life%2520below%2520water%2520%28%252314%29~life%2520on%2520land%2520%28%252315%29~no%2520poverty%2520%28%25231%29~partnerships%2520%28%252317%29~peace%2520justice%2520and%2520strong%2520institutions%2520%28%252316%29~quality%2520education%2520%28%25234%29~reduced%2520inequalities%2520%28%252310%29~responsible%2520consumption%2520and%2520production%2520%28%252312%29~sustainable%2520cities%2520and%2520communities%2520%28%252311%29~zero%2520hunger%2520%28%25232%29&showStats=table&sort=-q_32022&startYear=2000&type=amount
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–13.3%Foodtech
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Total VC funding

▼

Source: Dealroom.co.

European impact investment is down 27% from Q2 while Asia 
triples. Europe is the only market that increased YoY, up 14%.

Europe

USA

Asia

Total impact funding

% VC growth quarter-to-quarter 
(Q3 2022 vs Q2 2022) » view online

% VC growth year-on-year
(Q3 2022 vs Q3 2021) » view online

Europe

+23%

Rest of the world

+200%

-50%

-27%

+14%

US -47%

Asia -49%

Rest of the world -70%

Total Impact funding -37%+5%

https://app.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/funding/industry/f/growth_stages/not_mature/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech_biotech%20and%20pharma?endYear=2022&interval=quarterly&rows=gaming~health~travel~legal~security~fintech~wellness%2520beauty~music~real%2520estate~fashion~sports~food~media~dating~telecom~education~energy~kids~hosting~home%2520living~event%2520tech~robotics~jobs%2520recruitment~transportation~semiconductors~marketing&sort=-q_22022&startYear=2000&type=amount
https://impact.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/funding/location/f/growth_stages/not_mature/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?applyDefaultFilters=true&endYear=2022&interval=quarterly&rows=europe~~united_states~~asia&sort=-2022&startYear=2000&type=amount
https://app.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/funding/industry/f/growth_stages/not_mature/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech_biotech%20and%20pharma?endYear=2022&interval=quarterly&rows=gaming~health~travel~legal~security~fintech~wellness%2520beauty~music~real%2520estate~fashion~sports~food~media~dating~telecom~education~energy~kids~hosting~home%2520living~event%2520tech~robotics~jobs%2520recruitment~transportation~semiconductors~marketing&sort=-q_22022&startYear=2000&type=amount
https://impact.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/funding/location/f/growth_stages/not_mature/rounds/not_GRANT_SPAC%20PRIVATE%20PLACEMENT/tags/not_outside%20tech?applyDefaultFilters=true&endYear=2022&interval=quarterly&rows=europe~~united_states~~asia~oceania~africa~~latin_america~&sort=-2022&startYear=2000&type=amount
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Only 4 unicorns were created globally in Q3 2022, compared to 
27 in Q3 2021.

Number of new impact unicorns globally » view online 
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A unicorn is defined as a rapidly scaling company (and tech enabled) that has reached a $1 billion valuation, 
on the basis of a funding round (unrealised), acquisition or IPO (realised). Source: Dealroom.co.
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New impact unicorns  in Q3 2022

https://health.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/unicorns/location/f/tags/not_biotech%20and%20pharma?endYear=2022&interval=yearly&rows=asia~europe~~united_states~&showStats=line&sort=-q_22022&startYear=2016&type=rounds
https://impact.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/unicorns/tag/f/year_became_unicorn_min/anyof_2000?endYear=2022&interval=quarterly&rows=sustainable%2520development%2520goals&showStats=line&sort=-2022&startYear=2018&type=amount
https://health.dealroom.co/curated-heatmaps/unicorns/location/f/tags/not_biotech%20and%20pharma?endYear=2022&interval=yearly&rows=asia~europe~~united_states~&showStats=line&sort=-q_22022&startYear=2016&type=rounds


$12B venture capital invested in impact startups during Q3 2022, 
thatʼs down 37% compared to last yearʼs Q3.

4 new impact unicorns were created in this quarter.

European companies have attracted 27% less investments 
compared to last quarter. Investment in Asia more than tripled.

Affordable and Clean Energy is the most funded SDG in Q3 
2022.
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Explore the ecosystem
impact.dealroom.co 

Access over 8,000 impact startups, 14,000 
funding rounds, and our latest insights on the 

world of impact tech.

» Visit the platform

https://impact.dealroom.co/intro
https://impact.dealroom.co/intro
https://impact.dealroom.co/intro
https://impact.dealroom.co/intro
https://impact.dealroom.co/intro



